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MET, 


NARRATIVE. 


0P-. 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL 


S12 HENRY CLINTON, &. 


f 


EING ns that dur . my com- 
mand in North Ameriea, my whole 

conduct was actuated by the moſt ardent 
zeal for the King's ſervice, and the intereſts 
of the public, I was exceedingly mortified, 
when I returned to England, after a ſervice | 
: of feven years in that country, to find that 
erroneous opinions had gone forth reſpecting 
it; and that many perſons had, in conſe· 
quence, admitted impreſſions to my preju · 
IO i WE > duce, 
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1 
duce. Anxious, therefore, to explain what 
had” been miſinterpreted or miſrepreſented, _ 
(as indeed might well be expected, from the 
publication of Lord * 8 letter of the oth or 
October, without being accompanied by my 
anſwer to it) I had propoſed taking an op- 
portunity, in the Houſe of Commons, of 
ſaying a few words on fuch parts bf my 
conduct as ſeemed not to be ſufficiently un- 


derſtood: and I flatter myſelf I fhould have 


been able to make it appear, that I acted 
up to the utmoſt of my powers, from the 
beginning to. the end of my command; and 7 
that none of the misfortunes of the very. 
unfortunate campaign 'of 1781 can, with 
the ſmalleſt degree of Juſtigh, be rut to 
me. 

But 8 OS ſo late in the elan, 
that I was adviſed to defer it; and it was 
judged that the gracious reception I had juſt 
met. with ow * Sovereign rendered an 
immediate explanatiggeunneceſſary, I was 
5 ö not, 


„ (ak 


not, however, apprifed to what degree the bs 


public prejudice had been excited againft 
me elle, I ſhould probably have deen in- 
duced to have taken an earlier opportunity 


of offering to Parliament what I have to ſay 
on the ſubject. But the late change in pub- 


lic affairs, furniſhing ſo much more impor- 
tant matter for their deliberation, deprived 


me of the opportunity I thought I ſhould 
have had: and, as by the preſent receſs it 


is probable that I may not be able to exe- 


cute my intentions before a late period, when 


perhaps peculiar circumſtances might force 
me through delicacy to decline it, I beg 


leave to lay before the public the following | 


plain Narrative, which will, I truſt, rembye 


prejudice and error. | 
J have much to regret that, when this 


buſineſs was diſcuſſed i in the Houſe of Lords 


laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, the whole of my 


correſpondence, with the lite American 


Min niſi, Lieutenant General Earl Corn- 
* 2 | | wallis, 


C7 
wallis, and the Admirals commanding on 
the Weſt-India and American ſtations, was 
not produced, or at leaſt ſuch parts thereof 


as, being neceſſary to explain my conduct, 
might have appeared | conſiſtently with ſtate 
; policy. Becauſe the letters which compoſe 
that correſpondence, being written to the 
moment as events happened, are certainly 
the moſt faithful records of my actions and 
intentions; and are conſequently the clear- 
eſt, faireſt, and moſt unexceptionable teſti- 
monies I can adduce in their ſupport. 1 
hope, therefore, I ſhall- ſtand exculpated 
from the neceſſity of the caſe, for any im- 
propriety there may be in my annexing to 
this letter ſuch of them as I may judge 
moſt requiſ ite for that purpoſe. Three of 
them indeed will, I preſume, be found very 
material, (Appendix No. IX.) as they con- 
tain my anſwers and obſervations upon Lord 
Cornwallis's letters of the 20th of October 


and 2d of. December on the ſubje& of 
the 


5 x 5s) 
the 3 concluſion of tlie laſt can 
piaign in the Cheſapeak ; ; — which: latter 1. 
am ſorry to obſerve, were given to the 
public, while mine in anſwer were with: 
held from it; I hope without deſign. © 
Although I never dared promiſe myſelf 
that any exertions of mine, with my very 
reduced force (nearly one-third leſs than 
that of my predeceſſor) could bring the war 
to a happy concluſion ; yet I confeſs. that 
the campaign of 1781 terminated very. dif- 
ferently from what I once flattered my- 
ſelf it would; as may appear, by the ſub- 
joined extracts of letters, written in the be⸗ 
| Sinning of that year, * and which were 
Fool tranſ-⸗ 


1 cc I am moſt exceedingly concerned, my Lord, at 
the very unfortunate affair of the t5th of 1 (Co 
per's.) I confeſs I dread the conſequences. But my 
hope is, as it ever will be, in your Lordſhip's abilities 
and exertions. I have much to lament, that Brigadier- 
general Arnold's. projected move in favour of yaur 

a | Lordſhip's 


an 


— 20: the *Miniſter. * was led, 

however, iixto theſe hopes, more by the 
apparent diſtreſſes of the enemy than bad 
1 material ſucceſſes we had met with.. 

| -: The plan I had formed for tlie campaign 
; of, 55 I, pkg the . of a rein- 
art pi otic; Hon ef forcement 


ye. 


—_ 03 -- 


2 | 
loup. operations ei "we hn 1 * by the 
DB appearance of the, French ſhips. Diſcontent runs 
| '' E Dp high in Connecticut. In ſhort, ' my Lord, there ſeems 
| | little wanting to give 2 mortal ſtab to rebelkon, but a 
proper reinforegment and a permanent lee at 
q 1 ſea, for the, nex campaign; without which Any. Enters 
il . ive depending on water movements muſt r run 


tain eee are intended for this army. ? 
' "The Miniſter has however aſſured me, that every poſlible 
exertion will be made.” Letter from Sir un Clin. 
ton to Lord Cornwallis, Merch z, . 
"6 « Leannot fi eien 
ing, Waſhington's, letter. It! is ſuch a deſcription of 
_ diſtreſs, as may ſerve to.convince, that with 2 tolerable 
reinforcement from Europe, to enable Jour Excellency . 
to determine on. am offenſive ampzien, the year 1791 ' 


may 


* 
ak. 


* 
TE <> 
> 


CEE 


forcement- from, Europe —from thþ Wet | | 


ration ſhould ceaſe": n Faire quarter) 1 whit py 
to what I might be able to ſpare at the tims 
from the ſmall force under my immediats 


command at News Vork) was calculated ta 


make a fair and ſolid effort in favour of our 


friends in a diſtrict where I had foms rea- 


ſon to believe they were numerous and 


bearty; and where judged it raight be made 
with little danger, even from à temporary 
naval ſuperiority of. the enemy. This plan 


bad been ſuggeſted to the Miniſter” in the 
year 1780, and more Particularly ex- 


plained to him in 1781 8 notwithſtanding 
which a preference was given to another, 


(e, No. * nah ſeemed to be: 


7a N foroed 


. ©. * 
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may probably prove the glorious period to your command 
in America, by putting an end to the rebellion/* — Th 


Letter from 'Major-general Phillips to Sir H. Clinton; 
Portſmouth, Virginia, April 16, 1781. 
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forced (Appendix, No. II.) upon me by. 


Lord Cornwallis's quitting the Carolinas, : 
where I' had left him in the command, and 


marching into Virginia; a meaſure, I muſt 
ſay, determined upon without my approba- 


tion, and very contrary to my wiſhes and 


intentions. The Miniſter directed 1 me to ſup- 
port Lord Cornwallis and ſolid operation in 


Virginia; the danger of which, without a 


covering fleet, I had conſtantly: repreſented 


to him. He repeatedly and poſitively pro- | 
miſed me 'a covering fleet ;* and when _ 


. * Extrafts from Lord George Germain 5 e to Sir 


Henry Clinton : : 
' April . 4. 1782. « The lateneſs of the ſeaſon will, I 


imagine, prevent Monſ. De Graſſe's undertaking any 


thing againſt the King's poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies. 
But it is probable, as ſoon as he has thrown ſupplies into 
the: ſeveral iſlands, he will proceed to North' America, 
and join the French forces at Rhode Iſland, and endea- 
vour to revive the expiting cauſe of rebellion. But as 


* 


Co 3. 


Admiral 0 with the 1080 — 


ment from the Wielt indien, b he was clearly 


F 
* - 


Sir George Rodney's force -is little inferior to his, and 
he will be watchful of his motions, I am not apprehen- 


|  Hve he will give him time to do you any material in- 


jury before he comes to your ſuccour.” 


May 2, 1781. © And as Sir George Rodney will 


: bring you tliree more regiments from the Leeward Iſlands 
| before the hurricane months, the augmentation of your 


_ foree muſt, I ſhould think, be ro to the utmoſt of _ 


your wiſhes.” 


D : | » 5 | : . 2X 
| July 7, 1781. © The 3 of the dis | 
will, I hope, enable you to proceed immediately i in the Y 


2 


execution of your purpoſe, without Waiting for the 
three regiments from the Weſt Indies; for 1 do not ex- 


pect they will join you before the ſeaſon * offenſive 


operations there is over; when, I have reaſon to de- | 
lieve, the French fleet will puſh for North America, | 


and Sir George Rodney will certainly follow them, to 


* _ from giving 00 97 e in your : 


r 


71 


July 14, 17513. « The purpoſe of che enemy — 


11 * 


long known here, and Sir George Rodney has been ap- | 
5 priſed of it; and will nn not loſe 6ght of Mont: . 


1 * 2 ee r. p 


(„ 
of opinion himſelf, and of courſe convinced 2 
me, that he had brought that covering fleet. 

(̃⸗ Appendix, No. III.) Therefore, as Admi- 

= ral Graves's ſquadron was acknowledged to 


be ſuperior to that under * Barras, 
| „ e os 1 a r | 


9 


De Grafe. The very proper ſtep you - took acidic 
mitting him copies of the letters you had intercepted, 
mult confirm him in the reſolution he had taken in con- | 
ſequence of the former intelligence. dit ne ine anat 
ter of ſo great moment, no precaution ſhould be omitted, 


or poſſible contingency unguarded againſt, extracts of 
the intercepted letters will be ſent to him from hence: 8 
| and preciſe inſtructions given to him to proceed directly 
5 to North America, whenever Monſ. De Grafle quits the 
Leeward Ilands. 0 r 
July 24, 1781. « And T I truſt, A 8 e Sir PEER 
: Rodney knows De Grafſe $ nn and the F rencl | 
| acknowledge. his ſhips ſail better than their's, that be 
will get before him, and be in readineſs to receive him 


when he comes upon the coaſt.” 
1 September 25, 1781. ©1 truſt, before the end af 
Auguſt, Sir Samuel Hdod will bave been with you, | 
and that after his junction with Admiral Graves our ſu- 
porioriey at ſea will be * 


* 


= Ledubi-nt but ſuppoſe that the FRE: 1 of | 


give us a moſt deciſive naval ſuperiority. = 
And here, perhaps, it may not be 1 improper 
to remark, that though the Miniſter directs 


me, by his letters of the 2d of May, and 6th 


of June, to adopt ſolid operation in Virginia, 


| he ſignifies to. me his Majeſty's approbation 
of my own plan, i in a fubſequent letter of 


the 14th of July,. telling me at the ſame 


: time, that . he has not the leaſt doubt Lord 


“ Cornwallis will have fully ſeen the rea- 
« ſonableneſs of it, and has executed 1 it with 


„ his wonted ardor, intrepidity, and ſuc- 
m0 ceſs.” | 


Under th circumſtances, and with theſs 
3 I never could have the moſt diſtant 
idea that Mr. Waſhington had the leaſt hopes 


of a ſuperior French fleet in the Cheſapeak 3 ; 
and conſequently never could ſuppoſe that he 


would venture to go there. But if he ſhould, 
I was ſatisfied from the reaſons already 
, 


3 
ſtated, that 1 ſhould. be able to meet- hirn 
there with every advantage on my ſide, bx 
| Eaving the command of the waters of that 
bay — without which . he could not. poſſibly | 
feed his army. T bis opinion has been alſo 
fince confirmed by a letter from him to 
Count De Graſſe, dated 26th-of September 
1781, (No. IV. Appendix) wherein he tells 
him, if he quits the Cheſapeak, the enemy 
will certainly get poſſeſſion of it, * he 
muſt diſband his army. 
Had my correſpondence been . pn, 
it would have appeared from it, and the re- E | 
turns accompanying it, that inſtead of 
ſeventeen, twenty, nay e ken thouſ- 
and men, which it has reported I had 
at New: York (after the very ample rein- 
forcements as the Miniſter acknowledges 
(No. V. Appendix) which I had fent to tho 
fouthward) I had not 12;000 effectives, and 
of theſe not above g, 300 fit for duty, re- 
zart and Provincials. But had I had 
| twice 


— 


i 


twice an number, 1 do nob know: chat; 


after leaving ſufficient” garriſons” in the 
iſlands and poſts depending (which it is ads 
mitted by all would take 6000) I could, as 
has been inſinuated, have prevented the 


junction between Monſ. Rochambeau and 
_neral Waſhington, which was made i in the 
— highlands, at leaſt 50 miles from me; or that 
Teould have made any direct move againſt 


their army when joined (confiſting then -of 


at leaſt 11,000 men, excluſive of militia? 


_ aſſembled on each ſide the Hudſon) with 


any proſpect of ſolid advantage from it. Ot 4 
7 chat Mr 


8989 


if I had as many reaſons to b 
Washington would move his army nts 


Virginia without a covering French fleet; 
as 1 had to think he would not; I could 


not have prevented his paſſing the Hudſon! 
under cover of his forts at Verplanks an - 
Stoney Points: No or ( Fr" 1 had bar 


viſcable to haye landed — town; 
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: BY | | [ © 14 5 
im the face. of works whicki he: might ag 
. have occupied (85, they were only ſeven 
6 miles from his camp at C 


natham) without 
ſubjecting my army to be beat, en detail. 
Nor could I, when informed of his mareh 


towards the Delaware, have: paſſed a an army 


in dne to have made any im r upon 


him before he croſſed that river. But with 
my reduced force, any attempt of the ſort 


Vould have been madneſs and folly 4 in thy 


extreme. 3 , 


5 


With 4 might poſtbly. be ak: "ny 


: ſock a force, nothing could be attempted 
except againſt detachments from Mr. Waſh- 


ington' s army, or (when reinforced in 4 
ſmall degree) againſt ſuch of it's diſtant mas 
gazines as might occaſionally happen to be 
unguarded. Two of the latter offered, one 


againſt Philadelphia, which 1 certainly ſhould 


have attempted in July, had Lord Corns ; 
wallis ſpared me any part of 3000 men; 


| but 38 his Lordſhip. ſeemed, to think he 


a . Ps could 


YT 
121 


'T * 
 rould not hold the flations we both though 


eligible, if he ſpared me any part of the 


force with him, I was obliged to relinquith 


this: deſign. | The other much more im- 


portant, was: againſt Rhode Iſland. I had 


diſeovered by intercepted letters from all the 
French Admirals and Generals, that Count, 
Rochambeau's | army, had marched from 
| Rhoc & 1fland to j join Mr. Waſhington at the 


White Plains; ; that their battering. train 


and ſtores for fiege were left at Providence 
under little more than a militia guard; ; and 
that” their fleet remained in Rhode Iſland 
harbour v with orders, as ſoon as repaired,” to 

retire to W for ſecurity. By private 1 in- 
formation, which Thad at that time, 1 found 

alſo that the works at Rhode Iland were i in 


* great meaſure diſmantled, and had only p 


- few invalids and militia to guard the, and 


that they were both there and at Providence 
under great apprehenſſons of A "viſit from 


us. From other motives as well as my own 


= MAG. of theſe poſts, Thad the ſtrongeſt 
reaſon 


PE) 


wiki to ME” the fulleſt ſucceſs to. n a. 
tempt againſt them, and I therefore immedi - 
ately propoſed to Admiral Graves a joint ex- 
pedition for that purpoſe ; which he readily | 
conſented to. It was accordingly agreed 
between us, that it ſhould be undertaken as 
ſoon as lle could aſſemble his 5 and . 
ſmall reinforcement (hourly expected) ſhould 
arrive. from. Eyrope. The reinforcement : 

joined me on the 11th: of Auguſt, and 
the Admiral (who had failed on a cruiſe} 
| having, returned to the coaſt on the zöth, 
1 immediately renewed my propoſal, (Ap · 
i ür. Ne. VL) The Admiral informs ; 


4 „ nt * " 


ecffity of tg: the Robuſtet to the ood to 
be refitged, and that he ſhould. take. the op- 
portunity while that was doing of ſhifting - 
2 maſt ar two in the Prudente; and. when 


thoſe repairs, were accompliſhed, he would 
give me timely notice, (Appendix, No. 
VII "a bal The ſhips were, not ready on the 
ths Sir omar wy ences arriving 


4 e 00 


"(28:33 | 

on that day, - I immediately ordered the 
troops to be embarked ; and going to the 
Admirals on Long Iſland, 1 propoſed to them 
that the expedition ſhould inſtantly take 
place: but receiving intelligence that evening | 
that Monſieur De- Barras had ſailed on the 
25th, it was of courſe ſtopped. 'Thus, to the 
| Ra pit, neunen, _ my own, 


ot, 


He ane chat had aloud the whole 
Wake [itt n 5 | 
Early in e to my . ot 
(for I ſtill conſidered our fleet as ſuperior) 
hearing that Mr. Waſhington was decidedly 
1 5 marching to the ſouthward, 1 called a 
council of all the general officers, who una- 
6 nimouſly concurred with me in opinion, that 
: the only way to fuccour” Earl —_ 
was to go to him in the Cheſapeak. _ 
| Although, I had every reaſon to Abe 
of Earl Cornwallis” 8. march into Virginia, 
without. : conſulting, me, (at. the.pitk of. en- 
| 4 — D e gaging 


: @ 548 0) 
paging me in dangerous operations, for 
vehich I was not prepared) yet, as I ſuppoſed 
he ached with at leaſt tlie approbation of the 

Miniſter, I left him as free as air, when he 
arrived there, to plan and execute accerding E 
to his diſeretion; — only - recommending to 
him, in caſe he had none of his own, the plan : 
1 had offered to the Miniſter 5 Which, not- 
withſtanding the opinion given in the letter 
of July 14, before quoted, I did net, how- 
50 21 his iin che * inclined: to 


" Extract from Lond George Germain's s letter 2 to Sir 
Heary Clinton, Joly 14, 1781. — in with the moſt 
unfeigned pleaſurs/ obey his Majeſty $ commands, in 
expreſſing to you his royal approbation of the plan yon 
have adopted for proſecuting the war in the provinces 
fouth of the Delaware, and of the ſuecours you have 
| furniſhed, and the inſtructions you have eiven for car- 
rying it into execution. The copies of the very impor- 

tant correſpondence which ſo fortunately fell into your 
hands, (intlofed in your diſpateh) ſhew the rebel affairs | 


to be almoſt. 3 * that W but the ſack 7 


4 


— 


(6812950 N 
adopt. And that letter, which I did not re- 
ceĩve till September, found me deeply and 


dangerouſly engaged in the operation "gy 


forced me into. Bu eos A 5 nth, 


And here, perhaps, is hey: ke proper to 
* _ reaſons n * 9 to recom- 


ceſs of wal extraordinary chterprize. can give rigout 


and activity to their cauſe; and I confeſs I am well 
pleaſed that they have fixed upon New York as the 


object to be attempted, as I have not the leaſt doubt 
but that the troops, you had remaining with you, after 
the ample 1 reinforcements you ſo judiciouſly ſent to the 


Cheſapeak, would be fully ſufficient under your com- 


mand to repel any force the enemy could bring againſt 
you. I cannot cloſe this letter, without repeating to 
you the very great ſatisfaction your diſpatch has given 
me; and my moſt entire and hearty goincidence with 
you in the plan you bave propoſed to Lord Cornwallis, 
for diſtreſſing the rebels, and recovering the ſouthern 
provinces to the King's obedience. And as his Lord- 


ſhip, when he received your letters of the 8th ad rich. 


| of June, will have fully ſeen the reafonableneſs of, iti 


L have not the leaſt doubt but his Lordſhip has executed 
it with his wonted ardor, increpidity, and ſucceſs, 


4 
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mend to Lord Cornwallis to ſecare a naval 
Ration for large thips, if one could be found 
that was capable of being fortified and main- 
tained againſt a temporary ſuperiority of the 
enemy at ſea, agreeable to the inſtructions 
which I had before given to General Phil- 
lips, and which were of courſe to be now 
conſidered as ſuch. to his Lordſhip, Op: 
pendix; No. X.) „„ 
Although I ought 1 not to have 1 
ed that the enemy could have had 4 ſuperi- 
| ority at ſea, after the aſſurances I had re- 
' ceived | from the Miniſter, I yet. always 
w hed, to guard againſt even a. poſſibility 
of it. Finding, therefore, by 1 Corn- 
wallis's letters, that on his arrival in the 
Chefipeak, he had no plan of his own to 
propole, | and that he did not "incline to 
| follow the one I had offered to his con- 
iderntion; I recommended the taking a re- 
ſpectable defenſive ſtation either at Williamſ- 
burg d or York FOO? latter of which his 
1 fr — Lordſhip 


e 
Lordſhip had in formed me in a letter, dated 


zöth of May, he was inclined, froin the 
reports which had been made to him, to 


think well of as à naval ſtation and place 


of arms) and left his Lordſhip at liberty 
to keep all the troops he had! in Virginia, 


' (amounting to about ſeven thouſand men). 
But thinking that he might well ſpare three 


' thouſand ; I defired he would keep all that 
were neceſſary 'for à reſpectable defenſive, 
and deſi ultory water movements, and ſend 
me of three thouſand men all he could. 
His Lordſhip miſconceiving my intentions 
(as will, I truſt, be manifeſt to whoever: 


reads our correſpondence) and conſidering 
my call for three thouſand: men as uncon- 
| ditional, tells me that he could not with 


the remainder Keep York and Glouceſter; 


1 * * by 


river and go to ws Abi at Portſmouth. 


Which reſolution (1 confeſs) ſurpriſed” me, 


as 


1 Sr = 


. 
2 3 
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„b haze, lle before, in the letter abovo 
quoted, repreſented that paſt as tee. 
and requiring an army to defend it. O 

receipt of his Lordihip' $. letter, J RD. 
ately. conſulted: tha Admiral, who. was of 
| of opinion, that a naval ſtation for largo 
ſhips, was abſolutely. neceſſary, and recom- 
mended Hampton- Dad. Therefore in my 
letter of the 11th. July, 1 directed his 
Lordſhip to examine and fortify Old Point 
Comfort, which the Admiral and I thought 
would cover that Road, and in which there 
had: been: a fort for that purpoſe: for fifty 
years, 'though probably then in ruins,” But 
his Lordſhip informing me in his letter 
| of the 2 7th of July, that it was the opi- 


nion of the captains of the navy, the 
engineers, and himſelf, that any works 
EE erected on Old Point Comfart, * might 
* be eaſily deſtroyed by a fleet, and would 
o not anſwer the purpoſe; 3 and chat 
66 therefore, according, to the ſpirit of my 
| « orders, 


« cefter; as the only harbour in which he 
4 could hope to be able to give effectual pro- 
4 tection to line of battle ſhips; I ſuppoſed 


his Lordſhip had entirely approved of thoſe 
poſts; and that after examining then with 


the officers of the King's ſhips and bis engi+ 


neer, he would let me know if he ſhould ſee 
reaſon; to alter his opinion; and conſequent» 


_ ly. I did not object to the choice he had 
made; nor indeed had, I ever cauſe to do 4o 


before I ſaw his letter of the 14th of Octo- 
ber, which I did not receive until the 16th, 
the day. before he offered to'capit 


Auguſt, his Lordthip told me that be ſhould 


apply to the Commodore for a ſhip to ſend 


me a ſtate of things at Vork, and bring: him 


back my commands; by : Which 1: ras of 


courle to underſtand that bis Lordthip would 
ſend me his own and the Commodore's opi- 
nion 


>, When 
for the firſt time I found his Lordthip thought 
unfavourably of them. For on the 16th of 


* 
— 
. 
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letter it was farther implied, that th 
the exertion of the troops, the works would 
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nion of Vork and Glouceſter, after- hiv. en-; 
gineer had made a moſt exact ſurvey, urliich 
he told me hie was employed in andiof which 
I expected a copy, as his Lordſhip'hadhefore 


ſent me of the one taken of Old Point Coma 


fort. But not receiving theſe from bis Lord- 
mip, I naturally coricluded that the poſt o of 


Vork and Glouceſter was Tuch as IL rd. 


ſhip and the Commodore approved: eſpeci- 
ally, as his Lordſhip, in his letter of the 
22d of August, was plfeaſed to fay, the 


«6 engineer has finiſhed his ſurvey and eRa- 


40 mination of this place, (Vork) and has | 
1 Propofed his plan for fortifying it; which 
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« appearing judicious,” 1 have approved, and 
« directed to be executed. And in tlie tune 


952 
1 * > 
F 7 
* 
5 


be tolerabiy complete in about- fix Weeks 


from thr porisd > and-from his ſaying zo 


ne” "Fetter, - will not venture to 


f 


fa * 5 
* 5 < 
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take any ſtep that might retard the eſtas 
«7 bliſking this poſt. But I requeſt that your 
: & Excellency will pleaſe to· decide whether 

it ĩs moſt important for yout plans, that a 

«detachment of a thouſand or twelve hun-« 
66 « dred wen (which ] think I cait ſpare from 
6 © evety, ther purpoſe but that of labour) 
1 ſhould beſtnttoyou from hence, or that the 
« whole of the troops here mould c continue 
<« to be employed in expediting the works,) 
I naturally concluded that his Lordſhip had 
| not only ſufficient t to complete his works by 
the time he mentioned, but that Be could 
| ſpare that number from the defence of them 
afterwards. His Lordfhip's letter of the agil 
of September moreover told we, « have no 
«6 doubt, if relief arrives in an any reaſonable 
* time, that both Vork and Glouceſter ill 


20 11 


40 be in poſſeflion of bis Majeſty' s troops: "4 


and again, that of the 3d of Ogaober, I « My 
« works are ina a better ſtate of defence than 
ä 66 we 


E WW] 
* had eaten ts hope.*: {a hore; Pthinfe | 
is 'Lordſhip appears 4o have implied in all 
his Toteers] (obcopt that pfl the 15th of Sep- 
teller, che duy he heard from Lieutenant 
Conwy or the navyr thas Motif: Da Grafle; 
by the junction of Mon four de Barrds, had 
thirty-five öt chirtyl Rt lb ef ke Ene) that = 
he could hofd but a0 long 48 bis proviſions | 
Haffed'= whith was, by Bits rds c 
r the end bf Oetober at leaſt. | 
et. lol TEN 1 Pad flats 2 
he ride, that the works S it Yark wouls N 
have Been tebkräbthy eottipiete by tlie the RC 
Ocköder, wi. day. M WWatktighes” oe bh © 
his 2 5 againſt 182277 Land from the 'opi= | 
nion given e by © certar of cers "of 1 rank, 
| Who-had lately come > Kot Lord Coriwallis = 
at Vork, Is Fader no” apprehenfions for | 
Bis Lowthip 1 — 4 this Tatter end of thae * 
nth? 7 as Tout} let concelve that "the 
enemy could ven, vas againſt bim 
| = ſuck 


SES 
ſuch 2 powerful battering rrain TOR = 


moliſh his defences. (ſuch as 1 had Ah te 8 
hope: they wayld be) in en '8 {pag of . 
time hs nine ar den Boys,! bit en ö 
Although I never gave. Lela 
| 3 bf. he cxertions:of the navy hefpre 
my letter of the 24th of September. when I 
| didiyiniconequeneegta council of var, cm- 
| poſeafifla and goueral oioers 3 J certainly 
never-gave this Laiddbip ihe leaſt; reaſon: ß 
ſuppoſe they woulil not beigaade ; aa always | 
| #oak it far granted, /before: Admiral Graves's 
letter to me of the gth of September, that 
our fleet was fuperior to that o the enemy. 
Yar, Indeed, did I Know before: I rebeivell 
1 allis!s letter of thect 7th, ( uthich 
aka? E Un the 23d: of. September): that the 
euemy hadrehirty -: ſm ſail of. the line, or that 
Monſinur du. Barras had not already joined 
NMonſſeur le Graſſe pefore the actian of tig 
sth of September. But even. againſt; this 
* great as it was, the Admirals 


ws : Were 


T_T 28 3 
were: 'cleathy'of opinion, "that a Joint attempt 
| mould be. ade by us to ſuccour the fleet and 
army in the Cheſapeak. 1 certainly, chere: 
fore, never cnuld bave bing i to > his Lard- 


} 73 + 


Weben al this: matter may, © 1 tink, he 
me sj: i 5 

| Lord Cornwallis's Ie into vil ia, 
ithout conſulting his Commander in Chief, 
forced us into ſolid operation in that province. 
Being thote, 46 his Lordſhip could'not ſub- 
ſiſt his army without having a place of arms 
fo cover his magazines, &e; Kc. &c. it be- 
came abſolutely. neceflary 4s fix on ſome 
healthy and reſpettable Nation,” that could 
be made ſecure” againſt a tecrporary” Liperi- 
ority of the eneniy at ſea; "and? York and 
Glouceſter” ſoern to have been ori iginally 
thought of by Lord Cornwall, ard ap- 
proved by me for that purpoſe. But by his 
Lordſhip? s miſconceiving my orders, he 
en the Neck yy York, and conſequently 


CC: SE We | relins 
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1 every idea of occupying thoſe 
fterwards; the Admiral think- 

ing A dani Nation! for karge ſhips abſplutely 
neceſſary, if and recommending Hampton 
| Road, Idirefted, Lord Cornwallis to examine 
and fortify d Point Comfort in James Ri- 
ver; but bis Lot 


5 0 hip not approving of that 

avon, made choice of Vork and: Glouceſtet̃. 
po perfectly agree with Lord Cornwallis, 
* to abandon his poſts; after he had orice 
fixed himſelf, (alrhouglr by doing ſo he 
might ſare part of his army) would have 
been diſgraceful, nay, perhaps fatal to our 
Future proſpects of eſtabliſhment in the Che- 
ſapeak, when ſuch 3 meaſure ſhould, be au- 
_ thoriſed b A covering fleet. But even that 
mis fortune, great as it may be repreſented, 
would bave been preferable to the one which 
: happened; and therefore I told his Lord- 
hip, in a converſation I had with him be- 
| tore I ſent lis letter of the 20th of October 
2 * be prityed-at at New * 1 1 


"x Wa 


( _ 
| hoyer; that; berween:the time of the Frech 
ee arriving inthe Cheſapeak, and his te- 
Eaving in formation Ford mel chat dir Samuel 
Heed had joined Mr. Qraues i which was net 
until then 3th, Sentetbet. an batwren that 
time and ther junction. of Mn Waſhington 
with the Marquis De l@Fayttte; when his 


Lordihip heard from Lieuenant Can way af 


db navy, That tlie enemy ware thirty. fix ail 


ef che line, he wanld have tried to e ſcaps 


With part f his atmy ta yhe:ſouthward ; a 
* ep which certainly would: have. been juſti- 
able although: in the couverſatjon alluded 
70, tis Lordſhip. did not ſeem; to think it. 


Would. unleſs; L had given, hint affuranges 


that / the navy could eee ee 
him; 3! which aſſurances, ho EVEL, 1 ce. 
tainly could nat: poffibly lune urn him. 

2+ If. thereſbre, Lord Carnizalliss letter . 
-the zoth bf Cittaber,. giving/an; accountrof 
che unfortahate xoncluſions af zhe- Campaign, 


by the furrender of York Town, (Appendix, 
l wy 
r 4 Z No: 


l 


t 51 
Na. VIII.) could 3 1 
to imply that the poſts of York and: ou 
| e his Loridſhip's own choic 


in preference to Old Point Comfort, whioh , | 


I had r 1 mendbd to him or that I had 
ever received information from his Lordhip, 
that the ground at either was unfavourabley 


till the day before he had offered to caßitu- 
late; or that 1 hid ever given him any aſſu- 


rances of the erertions of the navy, before x: 
my letter to him df the 24th of n 
which he acknowwledges he did not receive 
till the 29th; or that any alfurances whatu 
ſdever given by me could have prevented his 
attacking the Marquis De la F ayette, before 
Mr. Waſhington Joined that General, which 
was on the 25th'of September; I am per- 


ſuaded it wilt appear that thoſe implications 3 


are not founded on . orders 1 gave his 


Lordſhip, and caimot be ſupportod by any. 5 


part of our ebrreſpondence. And.as I took | 
an ene of f telling his Lordſhip thee 


fame; 


x 4 
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; las, in # letter I ſaab hint before be failed 


; e, dated the 2d and roth 
hich litter, however, dd 


$7 not appear When this part of our corre- 


ſpandence was produced before the Houſe 


of Lards) I cannot doubt his Lordſhip i is 
' e that ia therein aſſerted i 13 


89 ; 


Coinwallis whs . laſs to tell "I 


y that his: letter. of the 20th of October, was 
written wider great agitatian of mind and in 


great hurry: No man could poſſibly feel 


bor his Lorddhip,. and his dreadful fituatioin 
more than 1 did. And 1 will venture to 


ay; no man could be. more afitious, or would 
have gone greater. lengtlis to ſuccour bim. 
Nor will. this, I truſt, be doubted, when it is 
recollected that the propoſal firſt came from 


me for _embarking | fix thouſand men for that 


purpoſe on board an inferior fleet of twenty- 
ſeven fail, of the line, including two fifties, | 


40 W- -F and l Fong < the fate 


of 


« 382 » 


'; - 


ofthe pete REAR Sed deb axes el, 
the fleat; ie anmga 02 relieverthar apl. | 
& histgollant rſs. | [it g eic Hier 
E hee to ment that” cheſe seſtioss 
could von have geen made in . At: 
the Admirals ſcemad of Spinjon at the hν 
cil of wif che ach Septomaber.that there! 
was. every. reaſon." tetthope-xb26 the fleet: 
would be N to fail on the abof Age, 
ber. Ther tagbpyciatondedifer- whe expedi- 
tn had dev fer sw tines intreadinebs te 
embark," ande did. afuglly: de ſo rarly in 

October. It feed glſo to be the general, 
opinion of the Admirals, that the egemys, 
although ſuperior in number, could not: Sh 
ſtruct the chanmel te Vork : riverr ſo as to: 
pnvent the paſlagrt oß aur flect, much leſs; 
both · paſfages of the Cheſapeak: Could, the : 
troops, hich. gebarked ynder my immetlir; 
ate command, have, been put on! fee 
_ the. Glouceſter: ing, a. junction N wich e 
part of Lord Cornwallis's corps on that fide 

Nl iq F was 


2 * 2 "ne 
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wut es y pF 1 but if they 58 b. been put: ot engere, 


even in James River,” : although. a junction 
with his Lordſhip. in | York "would would ad Have 
been Teareely praicable, it r mi bt po 40 
made in ſome other part; or at leaft fy 

diverſions - might have been made by 0 
troops under my command as might hays 
ſavell part an e dſkip's corps, ( 0 

rl No M ol Uo Ho a PBEG, 
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1 muſt; 3 repeat. that F lament, 
and erer ſhall; that thoſe [exertions- could 
not have been made in fire. Becauſe, "from 
the piolefiional merit of the Admirals who 
were 'to conduct us, and from the zeal 
| ſo conſpicuous when I ro- 
poſed che move to them and w which, from 
thiir erample was communicated! fo. all 
ranks'in the feet; and with *vhielt ir; As 
- toi! be''preſlned, thoſe” of che army Ref 

fully equal pace 1 1 have very rea TY 

think we ſhould-:bave- had mot eon weler 
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But at the! fame time, that truth: compels | 


5701 7 7 N 1550 


me to impute our tyisfartunes' ultimately to 
the gt af apovetibg fleet in the Chefapea, 
I 21 i it right. bo, declare that, as alan 

flicer, 1 do not feet) myſelf a competeut 
judge, of the propriety. and; pradheability of. 
. naval operations Nor can I, ag a ſerxant of 
the State, entruſted with an important, but 
partial command, preſume to enter into the 


n . 1 : 


counſels. of Miniſters; . who, from a more. 


elevated! dale, ſu We and balance the whole: 
Syſtem, hood the campaign, a _ the hoc 
1. ; welfare of the em es Ne 
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Ae 0 wilt dest be e oY from. — 
riety of important matters which demand its a attention. 
Ana far be it from. me, my Lord, to impyte the delaps, 
I have gxperienced to any of the King's Mniſters ; but 
1 cannot avoid lamenting that they do happen, and L. 
f tremble for the fatal conſequences hie nr, 
tome t time or other. enſue, -« Sir Jeary Clix 
to Lord —_ Germain, dated April 3 3% e. 


— 


— — 


2 


1 


9 


* 
1 
L 
A 
ff 
1 
x- 
. 
N 


* 


( 86 )) 


1. 

| — Latiiperfuaded; what Bad 

Pibebnaleitlto y Ui platis; and prb En 

| -  configetrathad? been eærliar ropoled imine; 
the: canpaigh'sf* 139 15weuld! got probablyl | 
have ened un fortunatdlys But thobghxhav = 
 Ipparelioowhisr: off eouſdenge was at- Jaſtzts- , 
oed ank stab fulleſt à +: <8" 22g Tce 
16d 1. S100 ful u 082197 bs Wie 113 Ol 
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"i tc ag 2 you expres en on a certain occaſion, 


mut five ccafet long befote US" reaches von; and, * 
teln kult date to pledent your Lefghing! the: ebno 
— ROY. Ph 092m, fent gow yt 
Lieutenant-colengl Bruę was taken in; writmg $09 
any miſtakes : for, as 2s was conſcious of your having 
elif Haton to be ſatisfied with the protection ſnewn to 
you by the King, and with the conſtant deſire of his 
rffiſters- t ave you wy pollible Lupport, I could my 
help regrerking Matt lere be mould b have been the leaſt a 5 8 
pra tc 6f chat want "of confidence between ü- us, which 
make preſunte ie pablie ſervice.” Four Cilag 
ject ks perfectly fact tactory; and you 2 
Apend AN Ahdhag erety'sttentiorr on my patt i 
requititivns Hick you may have occaſion to make. Fre" 


variety of fefb ces now carrying on in dere patrs "of 
e- or high both err. g O by "AY 
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n bree e fr 1 Bad pro Ned, 


* 


Wiedge of the change Rappehed reo 


of Lord Comialiss ill-fated march inte 


Virgin; aide offers thiey' Bad probably 
occaſioned." Foreſteing” friatiy of the evils 
which would reſun W R. Fatal move. 
che Inſtart Ii Heard of rol immediately at 
the timb coldtitnitated lrty apprehenſions to 
the Ametiditi MMiriſter. Ati ks try lettel 
ro him of the*r8th of July; 1981, ſpeaks 
very! fully” She this and oller krnätters, 6 
which 1 fear the piblic has been hitherto 
eqdually mifinfbrm d, 1 ſhall take the Uibetty 
to conclude this Narrrc with the follows 
i OF 972 02969 CARER IROD 
2 9191/1 ae affords N les 
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the rd TY dccbunt bor 12 diſappointments you 
ſometimes ſuffer, But ou may reſt affured; that every. 
department af z0vernment is anxious to te Jen 
with the moſt-efegtual means of carrying on the. was 
with honour. to. yourſelf, | and with advantage to the 
State Extract from Lord George Germain's Letter to 
Sit Henry Clinton, dated July 7th, 1781. 
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1 E 
ze Hehn fon ile Df. b cr Ind, 
's Janguine, 88 Af 3he ſperdy redugs. 
tion of the. ſouthery Prayineesy than to las 
ment hat the preſent ſtate of che wr there 
does not, altogether promiſe; Ic flattering, an 
evept..;; Many untoward incidents, of which 
vour Lordſhip was, not appriſed have thrown 
us too, far back to be able tg; recover. very 
ſoon, exen What we have lately loſt, theres 
For if (as have: often befqre ſuggeſted) the 
Sad: will of the inhabitants is abſolutely 
aequilits;to.r etain a country, aſter we have 
conquered. it; I fear it will be metime ; be, 
fore, we can recover. the confidence of  thols, 
in, Carolina, - as. their paſt, ſuffexings, will of 
courſe make them cautious, of publicly. for- 
Waring the King's 8 intereſts before there i is 
the ſtrongeſt certainty of, bis army bei 98 ip . 
a condition to ſupport, then... 1 all, there 
fore, moſt cordially, join, with your, Lord-- 
thips M. candemning the bad poliey of taking 
N ll Des: at t one time, and aban- 
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bling auc Felerling cler has been re- 

: But if theſe? maxiths Have beet, * 
Up ee As frota in the paſt 

© pibgreſs of the War; 1 muſt, in j uſtice 7 
myſelk declare, that it has never rs War- 


S 
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rated "by my orders rs, except, only in che 
cafe of Rhede Iflän . This I dbubt not 
Wk appear from the inftroQibds I gave to 


. 


3 General ellie, and the other general of- 
cers, whom 1 ſent on ' expedifions to the 
Cbeſapeak. For if Lord' Cornwallis made 
5 deſultory move 1 into North en and, 
without a, force ſufficient to pre tel or pto- 
Vviſions to ſupport: them, invited by Meer. 
mation, che Loyaliſts to joit him, and after. 


2 found it ene 7th to tha the'fr rien ng ; 


EA time to 855 e a Sen 1 an 
| in your Lordſhip: will ackhov} edge 
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with. 0 abflyre,peceſſyy, ef v0 
certions in the ſervice of his county 
77 If Bees „ howevers, . 
| Do bot; been. qual. to my 1 iacnations . 

base wi eds Keubt they will be found, TY 
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S 
am to fee. an honourabls end pet te ts 
moſt burthenſome war. And if I remaim in 
the cornmavid, thar ne endeavours of mine 
man be Wanting to execute, in the fulleſt 
manor, the King's pleaſure and commands. 
of tho r6,606' men L "ſolicited, only 4000 
were even promiſed; and to portion of 
theſe, except 4 few recruits, has yet foittes 
this part of the army. Your Lordikip's 
laſt' letteis, however, give me hopes, that 
three” Britifle battalions and two thouſand 
ſtr hunred German troops may be immedi· 
ately expeſted. | If all theſe arrive, 1 mt 
den be able, at a. proper ſeaſon to-reiriforce 
the Cheſapeak corps very conſiderably ; y ad 
if 4 teiriforecment does not likewiſe come 
to the French armament already here, fuch 


5 operations muy be carried on as may pertdps 


produce. forms advantages in the eourſs of 
the Winter. But if our reinforcernent does 


n eue and tie Prevels ould receive” 
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« 40. "the officers | in the four departme 


(* 
ddeſre, 1 chink » we ſha hays every thing: to 


apprehend. ” ap 21 74 No 
Before I 5 bw 161 Ie to Gy 
a ; word or two in ex planation of two 6Bſer- 


yations, | in the Commiſſioners of Ak 


Seventh Report; 5 intorder to obviate- any im- 
plied cenſure, they may be ſuppoſed to point 


againſt me as Commander in * cf E the 


he Commiſſioners are plekſed 1 to By, 


5 791 in North America. > e bo ee 


u It appears chat the number of the forces 


6 & decreaſed every year, from 1 778, but che 
« iflue for. the extraordinary ſervices of that 


b 4 army greatly encreaſed, ef the Le : 
40 1 MRS 5 


And again, 4 « Ta the ace6unt 67 the ie, 


64 we find that the warrants iſſued to the 


* | Quarter-maſter's 5-general, ſince the 16th 
« July 1780, and to the Barrack-maſtet's- 


* general ſince the 29th June 1780, and to ; 


e. - the Commiſaries-general, ſince tlie 25th 


« of 


« # 2 

E May 4 778, have > been all temporaty; 
« for ſums on account; and tat ns. final 
64 © warrant bas been gran nted fince thoſe, fe. 


it SIO8 


7 « ſeveral, periods. So that theſe furs have 
«< been ifſued,, without even the ceremony 
tr « of | a quarterly abſiras, and the confi- 


ons « dential reliance, on the eiten that his 


iche s are forth coming," f 7 HONEY 
x arrived. in Lohdon many days befor Wo 
| Commiſſioners of Accounts delivered in | 
| ee e to the Monde" of Comma: 


a 


cers s of the 1 (hats depatrments, bee 
in Eng and at the time I didz a who" an 
nounced themſelves to them fo had then 
read all the Reports of the different Boards 
| of General. Officers: aud Magitrits, ; thit 
n appointed by me at: NewYork, to: 
i enquire into the- expenditure. of public h P 
4 ey, n which reports had bern ſent to the 
209 Tk | Lords 


5 ( 44 ) 3 
rds Coramiſſioners of the Treaſyry. many 
Months before). Lam ꝓerſuaded that their 
Report. would not Baye peu d on the 
table gf the Hayſe.of Commoys in the ſhape 
it has dope... Far when, they were informed 
Gs they would hays. been by dhe geanͤ juſt 
ſtated) thęt all the rum purchaſed, for the. 
n af the e JE q. 
by mo 7e m den 2 ved. | 
to he aid for in Faglaad i that canßderabls 
Es of Waben were paid an mx WAITROES- 
of my prodeceſſar which auld, gar bebrought. 
& ABOVE ſooner: that: proviſions to à Very 
_ Eph erable a unt were pad haſta in Ange 
ag #9 PR, fer if Ameriss on my war 
rants, for the, ſupply of the arroys rhich 
might, therwiſe have been expaſed.t0 the. 
rent dia: all which tagethen amount 
en to neatly 125994099, and, that che i in 
a of paſts,. unt er deem. 


. | Sayannah, 
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5 Cape Fear, P. ortſ 


raovths; Poole; r- requicitly c each ther 
| reſpe&tive eſtabliſhmerits, added f, coffe ih” 


this 'cxtrapydine: «of my army i und that,” 
an debe, a. wan deten "which 4 
„the pecüliar 
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mit#ed; that the arte r te Mus . 


the extroafdinary ſervices of tlie amy 
der my Foiuenand;" is" e ie We 


pation. in Auguſt 1781, before 4 Bond 
beers and niagiſtrates (of which 
— Robertſon was Preltloat) 
under thé title of a Comparative View: of 
7 | uicurred, from the 3 if Deen taniber;* 
1775.7 0 the 76th. of May, 17 78 kite EA 
of Sir Winiam Howe's cb be 
what was yu by me, detſyeen "tlie Lötſi 
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May 1778, and the gr rb 
Which en the fo 
that Board- 
-- 4 The jeat en xt | 
6 firſt perigd/of Sir © Willem Hege m. 
„ mand, aroſe from the whole navy, and 
% Very numerous leer of tranſports, be- 
ing employed in atten- the move- 
; «, nents of the army's no dam of aich 
66 ee 1 S William Howe: 8 war- 
ä . Then lerpence of the ene 
1 6 wk Barrack-maſter- and, En- 
ein r departments, were neceſſurily 0 85 
Li while che troops were on-board irg er 
e thus pling 3 f 
66 goon . 3 
% vided for by a be 
land, and Paid for there, 
945 the-{ and 
: 2 55 a7 * 0 K 170 = 37 27.8 wa 
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«paid for by the C 
« warrants. A very large quantity'off g- 
«' viſſons purchaſed 'alfo, during the latter 

| period, wells the amount of the wars 
:; rant (3 ih Os nter 501i 


5 Hut what n 2 poflibility of 8 | 


<ing any juſt contfuſion fromm a cο˙patiſoni 
« of the amount of the wairauts in theſs 
* tio periods, ariſet from this; that a great 
6 part of the'expence incurred by Sir Wil- 


by Sir Henty Clinton.” 
This. report haviri chats nhl 
mitted io che HTreafu y, I muſt ſuppoſè it 
was laid "before the Cemmlbsgers of Ac- 
counts, Had it been read by thoſe Gentle- 
meli, it is m W n at 
leaft; accompahied theitfs. i e 

— weil to tlie frond obſervation 
alluded to, - reſpedting my not granting final 
warrants t to certain departments from certain 
periods; 
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ca) | 
periods; if the exmiiſievers bed. real the 
thin 1 „ ee 


had: bare cortuabfleabd; ind was acttially 
employei} uv anditing the acceimts of the 
different departments, I could not, with . 
 propricty, gran final -ndtrants! to: any of 
ſtracts (as had; been bufore: praQtifed) vn- 
till their acqoldts; Had been ſiſt —_ 
and Certified by the Commuiary: : 
Ass to the mode df „. 
eſtabliſhed, when I. ſuncieled to the. coin · 
mand ef the army in North America, 4hd 
which I underftobd, had been appooved by 
Gogerument, L. certainly could not, in pru- 
tion in it, ah loag:as I had offenſive: operas: 
tion in view. The iinſtam, however; at 
I received orders ta, plate thb army poli a = 
fri defenfive, E propoſed ſuch a reduction 
as could take places And when T obtained 
2 1 | TD his. 
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Extra 7 a Letter - How Lord George Ger-- 
; main to Sir Whey" Das dated —_ 


|S 1781, 5 


* 
LE 


w (> 


* Concerving delete 46 ogni a 45 
I do of the importance of tlie Southern pro. 
vinces, and of the vaſt advantages which muſt | 
attend the proſecution of the war upon the 

-preſent plan of extending our conqueſts from 
ſouth to north ; it was a great mortiffcation 
to me to find, by your inftruftion to Major- 
General Phillips, that it appeared to be your 
intention that only a part of che troops he car- 
Tied with him ſhould remain in the Cheſa- 


e H 2 | pak. 


1 APPENDIX. 
peak ; * that he and General Arnold 
ſhauld xetur, 40 New York, leaving only, a 
folfciewt_fobed- to fedve for gartiſons- in he 
poſts, they might eſtabliſh 3 in Virginia, Your 
ideas, therefore, of the importance of reco- 
vering that province appearing to be ſo dif. 
ferent from mine, I thought it proper to aſk 
the advice of his Majeſty's s other ſervants 
upon the ſubject; and their opinions concur- 
ring entirely with, mine, it has been ſubmit- : 
ted to the King ; ; and I am commanded by 
bis Majeſty to acquaint you that the reco- 
very of the Southern Provinces and the grd- | 
ſecution of the war, by puſhing our conqueſts 
from, ſouth 0 north, is to be conſidered as 
the chief and principal object for the employ- 
ment of All the forces under your. command, 
which ein be ſpared, from the; defence of. the 8 
Places in his; Majeſty's potion, red i „ 
> accompliſhed... Ione - 2; 28115 a 5 
85 « The three regiments W ee * 
the x Bin merits het mont with them, are, 
Ap 75 * FI I truſt, 


— 


* > 


AE 1 
1 truſt, well on their ny by this time to 


Charles Town ; and as Sir George Rodney = 


will bring you chree more regiments from 
the Leeward -If0ands before the hufriene 
months, the augmentation of y our'-force 
muſt, I ſhould think, be equal to the utmoſt 
of lr wiſhes. 22 
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Buse of e Letter from Lord George Gus 
main to Sir H, Jenry C lten, Ae June 6 6, 


145 OILERS SEED 10. 40 193k 

80 SHALL therefore Aal obſexve in 42 
dition to all I have hitherto written upon the 
the fubject, that 5 am” well pleaſed to find 
Lord Cornwallis's opinion entirely coitwides | 
with mine of the great importance of puſhing 
the war on the fide of. Virginia with all the 


force that can be ſpared until that enen 
reduced.” : n in noe nf 1 1 T6; 7 
. + 3 ay LY *. N "1 by * ; "7 "5s * ; 
175% TH ol + 1.18. 2. SIS 1 2 
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NUMBER Il, 5 


; Copy. of, a Letter from Roa Auna Sir 
S. Hood 10 Sir. H. Clinton, dated _— "_ 


my Mare 25s ane W h tlcr: 
e 1 | ; % #5 . 


"of 8 1 R, 1 4 
5 HEREWITH you wil receive a el 
cate of the letter J had the honour to write 
you by Lieut. Delanoe of the Active brig, in 
caſe any 1 misfortune ſhould have befallen her 
in returning to New Vork. 1 am now 
ſteering for Cape Henry, in order to examine 
_ the Cheſapeax. From thence I ſhall proceed 
to the Capes of the Delaware and not ſeeing, 
or hearing any thing of De Grafle, or any 
: detachment of ſhips he might have ſent upon 
85 this coaſt, ſhall then make the beſt of my 
way off Sandy Hook. This I have commu- 
nicated to Rear Admiral Graves, in order 
that he may determine my anchoring or not, 
as the King's fer vice may require. 


&« I have 


/ 


and force of his Majeſty's ſquadron under my 

command; and,  I' truſt, you will think it 
equal, fully to defeat any defigns of the ene- 

my, let De Graſſe bring or ſend what ſhips he 


« I have the honour to ſend you- wp line 
of battle, by which you will ſee the number 


may, in aid to thoſe under De Barras. 


/ 66 1 have the honour to be, Ke. 


| Gigned) | —_—_ SAM. Hoop. 


NUMBER Iv. 


Copy of a Letter from General Wa 2 Mington to 


Count De Graſſe, dated Wi. 9 ar 
tember 26, 1781. A 


IAM 8 to deſcribe, to. your Excel- 
lency the painful anxiety under which I have 
laboured ſince the reception of the letter you 


did me. the honour to. write me; of the 2 34 in- | 
ſtant. The motions. of the. naval force under 
your command, which your Excellency. fays 


* pothbl y happen, fince the information 
4 : communicated 
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commmniegted, 10 P the - Baron de 
Clozen, obliges me ta, point out the conſr - 
quences that may follom and warmly to 
urge a perſeverance in: tho plyn agręnd upon 

between us. Permit me, in che: fuſt place, to 
repeat to your Excellency, that the attempt 
upon Vork, under the protection of your 
ſhipping, is as certain of ſucceſs as a ſuperior 
force and a ſuperiority of meaſures can render 
any. military operation ; that the durntion of 
the ſiege may be exactly aſcertained ;-and that 
the capture of the Britiſh army is a matter ſo 
important in itfelf, and, in its conſequenees, 
that it muſt greatly tend to bring an aalen the 
war, and put our allied arms in ertain poſſeſ- 
ſion of the moſt ineſtimable advantages. 

« If your Excellency quits the Bay. am ax a- 
ceſs is open to relieve Vork, of. which the 
enemy will inſtantly avail themſelves. The 
conſequences of this WII be not only the diſ- 


grace of abandoning a deſign on which are 


founded the . bopes of the allied forces, | 


| after 


after a — expence, fatigue; and exer- 


tions; but the probable diſbanding of the 


whole army; for the preſent ſeat of war be- 
ing fuch, as abſolutely precludes the uſe of 
waggons, from the great number of large 
rivers which interſe& the country, there will 
be a total want of provifions, unleſs this in- 
convenience 15 remedied by water carriage. 
This province / has been ſo exhauſted by the 
ravages of the enemy, and by the ſupport 
already given to our forces, that ſubſiſtence 
muſt be drawn from a diſtance, and that can 
be done only by à fleet ſuperior in the Bay. 


conſider, that if, by moving your fleet from 
the ſituation agreed on, we loſe the preſent 
opportunity, we ſhall never hereafter have it 
in our power to ſtrike ſo deciſive a ftroke; 
that the Britiſh will labour without intermiſ 
ſion to fortify a place ſo uſeful to their ſhip- 
ping; and that then the period of an honoura- 
ble peace will be farther diſtant than ever. 

1 64 Toe 


Jp 
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., J earneſtly beg your Excellency would 


„ "Fs 


3 APPENDIX. 
The conſidence 1 have in your Excellen- 
oy's manly ſpirit and naval talents leaves me 
no doubt that the cbnſideration of the conſe- 
| quences that tuſt follow your departure from 
the Bay will determine you to uſe all poſſible 
means for the good; of the emmon cauſe. 
From the aſſurances of the moſt expert ſailors, 
Fam: perſuaded that your Exceltency may 
tuke ſuch a poſition in the Bay as to leave no- 
thing to · be apprehended from ni attempt of 
the Engliſh flert; that this poſition will at the 
fame time facilitate the operations of the fiege, 
| ſecure the tranſportatidn of our proviſions by 
| brater; and accellerate our approaches by land- 
ing dur heavy artillery and 'warbke/neceſaries 
York River almoſt oloſe to our trenehes. 
1 T be force ſaid to huve arrived under Ad · 
| mira Dgby. as the newot comes from the Bri- 
tiſh: themſel ves, may ndt only be exaggera · 
ted, but perhaps abſolutely falſe : but ſuppo · 
ſing it to be trut, their whole ſores united can» 
not be ſuch as to glue them uny hopes of ſuti 


| APPENDIX. 9 
ch inthe auscling your lest. If the- pohi- 
tian for your ſhips.ta.ls at an anchop,; whigh 
we agreed-upon, has knee appeared, improft- 
cable, rere ö fill another: meaſure may he 
adopted which, though much inſender 8 
to the fecurity and ſadility it will giye to. ur 


land operations, may. ſtill be of advantsgr to 
our affairs. The meafure, I mean, is to eruiſe 


off the Bay, ſo as to keep the Gapes always in 


fight, and * eny Engl es 
"0 in. 1. 4 ) 2 
r . J am to 


rreſs your. Excellency to perfevere: in te 
F ſcheme ſo happily. concerted het ween us; but 
if you ſhould find inſurmountable obſtacles in 


OY beg of cu nat to 


1 al denen . 


the Bay of Cheſapeax. A 2: 120 CO BE ts $38" 
The Britiſh So may mancuwre 


his fleet; and endeavour to draw you. f px the | 
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2 never believe, thit be wilt ſeriouſly wiſh to 
bring on a general" actibn with a fleet, whoſe 

5 i force, I will anſwer for it, is ſuperior to the 
moſt exaggerated accounts we have of theirs, 
Paſſed experience las taught them not to 
Hazard themſelves with equal numbers; and 


pas drawn from them, though unwillingly, 


the moſt reſpectful opinions of their enemy. 
4 Permit me to add that the abſence of 
your fleet from the Bay may fruſtrate our de- 
ſign upon the garriſon at York. For in the 
_ preſent ſituation of matters, Lord Cornwallis 
might evacuate the: place with the loſs of his 
artillery, baggage, and a few men, ſacr:fices; 
which would be highly juſtifiable from the 
| defire of ſaving the body of the army. 
The Marquis de la Fayette, who does 
me the honour to carry this letter to your 
Excelleney, will explain to you better than 
any other perſon, or than I can do by letter, 


MN many particulars of our preſent poſition. Your 


85 : Excellency i is acquainted with his candour and 
talents, 
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chat letter Which convey an idea that you had- 
been compelled by my orders to take the poſt of 


| Yorks (though it was not: yourowm prefe+, 


rengaa) chat you had repreſented the defects 
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 Heering that-it- was poſſible you might not 


have adverted to the implications, which your 
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letter to me of the 20th of Oktober, I did not 
think it neceſſary to trouble your. Lordſhip . 
with any remarks upon ſome paſſages of i it, 

Which might ſeem ta haply, that his Lord- 
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ſhip dad been Herre inte bad pd by.my | 
orders, natwithſianding he We in 
Lea, abe ces erden il 
rances 1 hot irs him eds filly 2s = 
En paſſeſſd of our gorreſpon- 
in d. fulleſf aner 7 


wen every, imp 


"Lord 
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have had: a ; good deal, of conver eclation,n with, 
; Lordſhip | n tbis buſinels;. by which, and 

by the anfwer. he bes ſent me 108 lezter 1 
1 ich are! V2 
| N it, appfars. that his. Lordſhip, : admits 
this was not the caſe, But as Lord Cornwal 
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wrote him. thereon, (copies 
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lis $  difavowal is is not fo explicit and direct in 
and 1 think Juſtice 1 
by our Lords 
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what troops he might, want! for its moſt | 
4. defultory movements by 


ous or Vork; 3 8 


water, his up would ſend me ſuch * 


proportion of che corps (mentioned i in a liſt) 
as he could ſpare, taking chem in the ſue⸗ 
ceffion \ they are there placed. But his Lond- | 
ſhip, on the -contrarys uw 

4 poſitive. order to. ſend 
men, (by | which hs lays 


4 have been reduced to about | 
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Make 3 a 83; 


of: rey ard that he — Ir 


repaſs James River)/ and take wee 4 
complying with my \ requifition. ; 'Findin ng 


that his 


ed my intentions, I in 


re ſhip bud 10 entirely 


diately 


conſulted with Rear Admiral Oraves"ugon. 


2 : ſubſet” of bis 


letter; 
at a! 


. was © abſolutely. re 
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and thé Admiral 
"naval "ation? in 
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ip tho Admits rqult, to er. 
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in the mouth 2 


les Rinats nd fontify it, upon the ſup- 
poſition that a work there would ſecure that 


harbour? 
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harbour; and i bb Lord 10Ught 
nk neceffaryr to cow «0h Po nt 
Gets, be, was berge toi take. What 
This order order Was ſem to: LANG” LO 
in my ker uf be 1.ith. ef d bl 
lthip's anſwer to. it is Githd/the 270; 
Vieren he Finfothhs wer whit, — ons 


und being FI of” opinion. 5 gs Fw 
nat anſwer the purpoſe, he ſhould, - In empf. 


ance with the ſpirit of my orders, ſeize 
and "Glouceſtcy;: being ihe bmy bar 

which he conla hope te be'nble 
ſeal: prote&ion to line of battle ſhips: 
Copies, of theſe letters ate indloſe&Hor Votw 
Lordſhip to refer tog and F truſ it will ap- 
pear from them, that the poſt at Tot wa 
in this inſtance entirely bis Loi dthip's cholke 6 
But never having received any repreſentation | 
from- his Lordſip, by which I- could have 
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the leaſt. conceptionhe thought ce ground 
5 e A and liable: to enfijade, (as 

ſtated' in his letter of dhe doch of! ORober) 
| app from the preferen 


'"Gbley.. ey ſuch za poſt as II had:5b61d:-his 
| | Lordſhip I wanted: And, indeed, Ifchis Lord-: 
5 ſhip had not no inſormec me tba it Was a 
bad one, the eagerneſs with, Which 1. nder- 
- and the F FRO Dag fince'{eizedand ane for- 
n | ine * b e 


; 1 
well of it it. Atte LL, 8413 40 EARN I8-£ Pri 41 * mic 


berg influenced 1 in bis eg : hy 
8 of, reſief, (which, he js pleaſed. w 
Fd held-out to bim in all my, le 


Lordſhip © could not be. inſenſible — 
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* Wfh fel 7 ape to; b, aner be 
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reference his. ord- 
"ſhip. bad. thus''given it to the one I bad dee 
contended; that he full yrapproved:* '6fr York 
ouceſter, own! did not. oppoſe. chis 5 
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fibiſity ob effofting. it muft have entirely de · 
: pepded-upbm t tho exertions: of the feet, which, 
BE L was) not dtboyized/to e che bim be⸗ 
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tion in KY Lond mM Ktadr! that 1 had tone 
£6:before that perlod, [cam be ſopperted (us 
indeed his Eordfliiy: now: ſeems to acknow- 
ledge) hn any thing 1 wrote to him previous 
tomy letter bf Ithat date, which: he received 
on che ahh. As, therefote, my. ters”: 
che ad nd Gth of September, which promi 
only down etédons, did sg rev. bt 
Evidibipttbelire the r 'r 5th aid igth of that 
month and ke 6d net. before chen know of 
Sir S. Hood's arrival, or that Admiral Graves 
had mbre thin” been an 'of " the nue to com | 


om hn FO letters, Be 
. OY hs "apt of Kuguſt, he up- 
twenty. Ulre Tail of the ne. 
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— conſequently: did not "receive 
TT I El 
8 e 


bs: the "heli of mine of the 3 
1 canndt heiß being of opinion that 4 re- 
treat. after Vr. Waffingtem joined; wis ini- 
prafticible, and that it wi at no time to be 
eſſecded to the northward, for redſotis whieh 
TI gave his Lordſhip. But had dt been eber 
poſſible, aſtei the time his Lordſfip men- 
tions, it muſt, I think, haves been  betweeri 
chat period and the time of he enemy'g force 
preſenting . itſelf: before the Ines of. Vock; 
and it is conſequently: preſutmableꝭ his Lerd- 
thip was. not prevented by any thing: fed 
in that letter, as he acknowledges: he did not 
receive it until after - che latter event took 
place. But I readily admit, my Lerd, chat 
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none of my letters could give ve bis + 
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the leaſt reaſon to. ſuppoſe that; an att en n 


would not be made to ſuccbur him, though, 


J muſt confels, I think. his Lordſhip ſpeaks 
in-his letter rather too, poſitively. of the opi- 
nion I gave in mine, as to the time of the 
fleet's ſalling. My words being, There is 
every reaſon - to hope we ſhall, ſtart from 
e hence about the, 5th of. Ogober. And 
leſt even that ſhould: be thought e, 
L.;the - next day told him, that unforeſeen 
* accidents}. _ aa out a day or 
b two, longer. TEL E th IOW 46, 2768 + 
The! pomplaint his: Londthip makes ar. 
mal want of intrenching tools, I can only 
anſwer; by. Gying, that it appears from the 
Adjutant-general's. returns to me, that two 
thouſand five. hundred had been ſent by the 
engineer to the Cheſapeak,! with the different 
expeditions, . ſince the one oommanded by 
General Arnold ioclafive; and che firſt mo- 
ment a requiſition was made: for more, (which 
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„ Bre a 1 n In 
22d of Auguft) 1 ed A, Additionit ſay: þ 


ply to be ſenr, which were prevented frbm 5 


going by the arriba Uf the F rench-! fleets | 
But I muſt "own; my; Lotd, that 1 was not 
then very uneaſy. on this ſeore, us 1 flatteted | | 
myſelf it was poffible for his . Lordſhip 1 
have collected what the: wanted from the 
neighbouring ee _ e wehen be 
daveſſitue da begun. eee wt 
No man, my Laber feel 3 
e did for the unhappy ſituati6n of Bord 
5 Cornwallis and hhigallant army, whoſe we: 
ritorious conduct, ſpirit, and zeal;! on an be: 
caſions, muſt heighten dur ankiety: and con- 
cern for their preſent fate; and therefore'as 
his Lordſhip” is pleaſed to tell me that bis 


letter of the 25th: of* Oober was written 1 


unger great agitation of mind and in great 3 
| burry, which might poſſi ibly have prevented | 
bis adverting to the implications which * 
may be thought to bear, 1 cannot, at preſent, 
wiſh 
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wiſh to give his Lordſhip! mor trouble on 
the ſubject, akhough bis anſwer of the 2d 
inſtant is not {o-explichtly; {atisfaRory a. 
expected it it would die baenp- Be if the 
paſſages in that letter, which J have taken 
| notice of, ſhould be underſtood in Europe 
wan eng rejut 

5 wall ba ve / eundour ugh 
mat foal to- diavbrv die- wing” 


em pode you wink fr) 
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fror the.; See -of- e I 
held with General Philips, + a 10 r 
333 fog" —_—" | 


* BUT le we of — thoſe 
: | on be Gloucefte ker "Wn" abet m well 
| hots dinjult beldire ne enemꝶ can 4 farce, 
Ker again it; it may nde ad iſrahlet to at- 
dempt it. J bat bat 'ſomething” my poſ. , 
fibhy: 2 2. Old Pint onifort*t! 


" harge-ſhips.ſhibgrin HH "ad, which. is 
f reckied : good one f wither cad * 6 


72 5 . cured, del muft content outketses with keep- 
. ; . : e ing theo The ſap 6 5 it. frigaten F* d- | 
| vey” 2. veflcls, which will Always Bhd ſecu- 
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515 | OCTOBER 303 1790. 1 ſhall in a few 
dope eie Charles-town, all the recruits 
belonging to the ſouthern army, which will 
de about eight hundred. And then, inelud- 

ing tlie corps under General Leſlie, Lord 

Cornwallis will have full 11 306 effective 

rank and file under his orders. 

„April 5th, 1781. - 6; Aſter che reduction 

of Charles- town, Lord Cornwallis informed 

me, that he thought the force 1 left with him 
| Fully competent to the defence of South, and | 
moſt probably the reduction of North Caro- 1 
ina. I had, therefore, at that titne no other 
intention (threatened as we were, toy the ex« 
pected arrival of a French fleet and army in 
| Rhode-Hland) than to ſend an expedition in- 
to 2 merely by way of making a 
a 5 diverſion 
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Ari 

diverſion in his Lordſhipts favor, untib more 
ſolid operation might take place. Which : 
was in hopes that adequate reinforcements 


from Europe, would have enabled me to un- 
dertake eally in · the preſent: year. Reents, 
however, not withſtanding the very ylurious 
exertions which were made at Camden, dl - 
tered Lord Cornwallis's: fituation fo. much ad 
to make it neceffary for him to call the corps 
I had Tent to Cheſapeak with General Leſlie} 
(and which I had put under his Loedſhip's 
orders) to à -mearer** co- opemtion. Being, 
therefore, Nil deũrdus tb ſecure: a poſt ia 
that bay to cdver. the King's frigates which 
might be acting there ; und at the ſame time 
ance! in my power; I ſent thither another 15 
detachment, under the orders of -Brigadier- 
general Arnold; which, though not ſo con- 
ni derable as the former met vith e ſulleſt 


dugcels, and. will, I doubt not, haue greatly 
aided che movements of the army in Caro- 
& | | | | Una. 
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1 lina.,, General W Wagen . detached 

a hody of tro to, the fouthw: , and the | 

Feng — 5 ked. 1 in \ their, feet, ano- 
from, their army . 1 and, iin 


wer 
AN PRFArenk; ; Jjajeqgign,.of Anterrygting . our. 
operaligng: in Viginie, an iche Carolinas 
I was induced to ſend. to the Cheſapeak ano- 
5 then gxpedition; (en principally tom the 
ehen Y ae Fe 
Ss; thee, foe \ AR „ 15 a 
Loci A Rn pg Fer net 
in \ favoyr, of n Cornwall B i 
—. Waſhing on's letter to Mr. Harriſon | 
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two. thou fand | contjnen 
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z 1, am, led, 1 to hope that, when: his 
Landi has eſtabliſhed. bimſelf in Ro 
b e a very conſiderable ,partiog. of 
May. be : ſpared to to. alfi 3 in carry ing 8 0 
. | | 6 2 * © [execution 
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execution ſuch fur ; er operations, as Lord 
Cornwallis may have to prope ole; 1 ot we 
Whole or ſuch part as Half _ pradti- - 
cable of thoſe 1 had defigntd, and accbrdingly 
explained to Major-geert" Phun 8, in Comme 


converſations 1 had with im before Ii de- 


Gi Bit Renu , Þ. 


parture. FSH. . 
 ©V an atten F pt ; upon the its in the hgh - 


land ſhall not, on, ma thre” Efibetarion;” be 
thonght adviſeable, and nothing” elle offi in 
this uarter; 11 ſhall | probably rein res MA. | 
| Jorigeneral Phillips, and direct h : Fim to. carry 
Of ſuch operations as may. wot ehen 8 
favour thoſe of Lord Cornwallis, until sine 
Flame can be determined on for the 3 
For, Fa know his p80 ucceſs, "t 
bob he can, in conſequence 87 we FIERY 
the Carolinas, and the e certain ty of the e arrival 
| of the fix regitnents intended to reinforce ce Us, 
"It will be 9 — 5 boy = E fü üpon 1. 
"| Youir Lordſhip wi f, however, ſee by the in- 
. cloſed c ai” wks were the operations I 
20125 £ 0 


. 


AFBEND FX 10 


bad planned, for, the enſuing g Gtdpailiny upon 
the ſuppoſition, "that Tard. Comiittis Tit 


ceeded- in. Ap. Carel 6. and Wi- ne t 
ſpary a gon I fiderable foree dm ths, Wick 
the ten \ thouſand ent rabid] VAROOMA n 
habe had 4 aobdt of fösesg. But int my 

preſent reduced flate and prolpts Tdare not 


— . 


flatter. myſelf With any. And if the French 
ſhould fill be reinforced, your TSrdRfp'will, | 
Ti am perſuaded, juage our Atüäatlott t te 
even.critical,” For with regard 6 ur eto 
in he Cbeßzpeak, your "Toke Kno 
how much their ſüccelbꝰ and eben che fafety 
of the  armathent there, 35 Gepe u upon dur 
Having a decided nba! 'iperiohity" in choſe 
Leas. And ” theibfore; e cannot doubt" that 
every * ain de taken "i el ve me, 


ne to Wegen, a8 "hg "of 
an event, might” be moſt 1 e 
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<6 « The. 1 jnforcement. I aſked for, wag 


only hs, Joes; le ory ee 
1 e T5quired z- and, I ,moſt. ligcerely 
it had been poſſible Fo ha Lon RP 
_ ct extent of numhers, and in in the 172 
requęſted. ; Hoyryer, the preſent reduce ced ff | ſtate | 
Sf, General Mal ington, the little pro 
here is, 1 bope,. of an augmentation t 
: French armament, and the Serin there is 
J likewiſe hope, of the, fix a. th 15 
and one thouſand recruits. Þining me in a 
hort time £9 together, wih t he. expedfation 
I have, of Lord Cornwallis 8 ſugcels i in 1 Carg- 
Lina, enabling, him to ſend me a Ray 
Feinfoxcemrat from thence, render the 7 2 | 
| 2peprances,of ,my ſituation ess eritical. A And 
J Dall. therefore, only; add, my Lord, fl that | 
zwhle the. King does me the honour, | to 
and LE the command. of this amy. 


J ill employ je e the at ef my poor 
— for the promoting His ſervice ; — 3 * 


taking the n _ however, "t to repreſen 
C | (as 
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AEK bI IX 14 
(aTihink it m 7 Auty) whit aciithges i thay” 


be obtained "by a0 additional force; "and hs: 
evil may be "apptchicnded from Wa of 
ee. "ht 101572 Hi Id Ted} ent no 
April 30, WET Veo Löt | 
have Tei in” "the"g x 1 had the [7 to 
; was force EE. 


a Wa a mt 8 
could be wore: Bot the intldled: tet 
5 'ſhew your Lordſhif ip "that” alter kaving, ; 
8 Po poſts 14 their preſent garriſon 
t 1600 then in the pol ſt in 
River (fuppoling | it may not . found ws... 
«flary to oocupy i another flation)' 1 hall not 
have quite $900. 1 men for ir, unleſs. the three 


| bartalio ions expoſed! from. the be Wen Indies. 


arrive in proper time and condition. 2 Kl. 


vice, 0 r Lord e Jhou | be able. 
why from his defenſive in e (hen 
he determines * it) a conſiderable part 

| mM of 
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regiments coming from. Ireland. 


on 
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of, the. army: under his immediate com- 
ere TY nb, Jena, Lordſhip! 8 let- 


the goth inſtant, gives me no hopes of, 
or 2 that he will even ſpare me the three 


8 


4. With .thele 3000, however, my Lord, 
ay may. poſſibly. determine to, riſk, even. by 
 dſultory,; movements, the tyial of this ex- 
— periments, ſhould I bind, the report given 
„ of, gur friends in that country proper! y 
Wunder . it ſucceeds 2 fully as ur fan- 
Fine Fe would perſuadg us to bope, we 
may poſſibly, be able to maintain ourſelves 
where with a fel! fore 5 | but if we are.in a 
| Gtpation - to give. the experiment a fair trial, 
Wl it then , falls, 8 ſhall, I confels, have 
, dittle hopes aftcrorards of re. elt bliſhing order 
on this continent ; ; which 1 am free to own 

bout the cor- 


1 think e can never be effected 
Eh e e h 4 
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. have been ins 
rable part of his' army from Catolind for the 

| opetations in Cheſaptak; but you will obſerve 

from it, that inſtead of ſending any p part of his 
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Ar EN DIE =” 


© Tacliſed' at Ihe above aner the "allowing . 
 titraBts from 3 Bac Oey! lenerr t Ma. 


for gau PAW WT NY 


JED DT 9% 1 26, 995 
e. Lord Coun nwallis's arrival at Wilming- 


tion has conſiderably changed the complexion | 


of our affairs to the ſouth ward; and all ope· 


| rations to the northward muſt probably give | 


Jace tc thble in favour of hls Lotathip, 


— which at preſent appear to require” our more 
 ithimithate attention. I know w fiothing of his 
Lordſhip's firuation, bhi what: I have learnt 


om his letter to me of the roch, Which yon 
I bad great hopes, bifole 1 re- 


ceived this” letter that his Lordifip') would 
Mat on to 5 ſpate'me 4 cbnfide- 


nt force thither, he propoſes” to detain 
95 part of the feinforcement coming from Eu- 
rope for his more foothera operations, even 
though they ſhould be defenſive, I thall 
P therefore 
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erefore take the opinions af the general of 
ficers near me, -ypon the preſent tate of our 
affairs, and afterwards ſend you nch a rein- 
farcement frem this army, as we may judge 
can be. done with tolerable: ſecurity: to this "of 
| at leaft, while we remait {operior at fen. 
April 30, 4781, „To the fame. - 1 
Lord Cornwallis propoſes. no operation to you, | 
foon (that is, before the month of June) and 
you ſee none that will operal for bim reg h- 
3 think the beſt indire# one. in his fayaur- | 
will be what, von nd General Arneld\hare 
propoſed tg mein Nomber, 79, of your: joint: 
letter of the, 18th, ;inftant.:.. The only riß 
you run is. from 3 denne fppengrity of, 
the enemy at ſea z it is, home - 
. tant move, and ought, in my opiping, w. 5 
be tried even. with ſowe riſk. Siye me timely, 
information of your intended move, and, if 
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ben opertte, if He Oe in 

Carolins has my For ad to Virgin, I 
know deus ich can ieee that PREY by 
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cerbed Lord Ern wills s letter in t all direct 
oferition' in fvour of bis Lotdſhip would 
cerſc by: the end öf May; & pray jet me 
receive General Arnold's, and ybur opinion 
as ſoot as-polBibie';- J eobif6fe; T am not ſan- 
guine, but if the experiment can be tried with- 
out any other riſk than from the enemy's ſu- | 
_ periority at ſea I ſhould wiſh to do it. Tn # 
* Sould Lord Cornwallis determine on 

2 ſdeſenſtve in the Carolinas, he ſurely cannot 5 

want any of the European xeinforcement, and 
will of courſe, feng it to you, and all ſuch 
other as ſhall arrive ; thus reinforced, if after 
1 leaving 
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leaving a ſufficient gartiſon in Elizabeth Ri- 
ver, you can proceed to- 1 think we ſhall 
be in force to give this a far trial and I may 
leave you in the.command here, unleſs things 
ſhould take fa, more favourable turn in the 
Carolinas, and Lord Cormwallis's preſence. 
there be o longer neceſſary. For until chey 
85 I ſhould 1 Imagine he will not e m. 
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BUT mould Lord Cornwallis peril it? 
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for every part of Son Caen laept Ei | 


| lexitbivn, and even for Georgi, ubleſß the 


ſpeedy arrival of the” reinifo expetict 
{vin Europe, may enable” tbe ober, em 
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2a ov with Major-general Phillips, as I 
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am apprehenſive i it may be attended with 8 

riſk," not on t his dun Sxþ5j\ but ib that 
of General Phillips, . ſhould that General Of. 
cer not have boom joineÞin'itrinhie by the" res 
inforcement . have ſent hh. And I even 
have my. doubts v whether his Lordſhip's march 


to. the, northward will rav after him, las he 
exppſts, , che xe 18 bel / General ren; Who, 4 

fear, will endeayourretherto inveſt Gamden;: 
cf, by Giationing, hjimalalf þotpyecn: that, plaga 

and Charleſtown, rende Ron fity-) 
ation ver hazerle : & Ag therefore induced; 
tg Batter myſell. that Lord: Cornwallis, when: 
he hears, of, JLopd Rawdoms, fuogels,againſh 


Green, will rather march;nt.South: Carolin ® +26 


either, by th direct: cout cf Gros Creek and 

Camden, or by that of George Town: or even g 
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ſent for. them, than attempt the propoſed june 
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bimſeif there, and ſupport andarm the Loyal» 


iſts, which were the objects of his march into 


che heart of that prpvince.” e 
Froin Lord Corn Wallis's FPS FRY 1 
had every reaſon toiſuppoſe' he thought him- 
ſelf in ſufficient firength to command the ſue- 
ceſs he hoped for. Had his Lordſhip, how- 
ever, upon Lieutenant oolonel Tarkton's miſs: 
fortune, called upon me for a reinforcements; 
or had Leven known it in time, I am 1 
your Lordſhip will do me the juſtice:tg*ac=: 
knowledge, that it was abſolutely out of my 
power to afſiſt him more than Idid; eſpecially 


when it- is gonfidered, that at! this moment his 
Lordſhip has acting with. him, and in the, 
different poſts under his command, ninetwen; 
Britiſh, eight German, nd fonrtcen Provin- 
cial battalſons, beſides detachment from fout 
Britiſh battalions, | and Eggers, artyHery! add: 


cavalry; whilſt. in my prefent threatendd;fitue- | 
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